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We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  affixed,  do  associate 
ourselves  and  unite,  in  favor  of  Equal  Rights,  and  in 
opposition  to  all  monopolies  by  legislation,  because  we 
believe,  in  the  doctrine  and  language  of  Jefferson,  that 
it  is  better  to  prohibit  monopolies  in  all  cases,  than  to 
permit  them  in  any, — as  they  are  contrary  to  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  our  government,  dangerous  to 
our  rights  and  liberties,  and  totally^verse  to  the  great- 


est good  of  the  greatest  number  ;^?Ve  do,  therefore, 
adopt  for  our  political  designation,  the  name  of  THE 


EQUAL  RIGHTS  PARTY,  and  will  sustain  the 
following 


DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 


1.  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all 
men  are  created  free  and  equal ; that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  inherent  inalienable  rights ; among 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 


2.  That  the  true  foundation  of  Republican  Govern- 
ment is  the  Equal  Rights  of  every  citizen,  in  his  per- 
son and  property,  and  in  their  management. 


3.  That  the  idea  is  quite  unfounded,  that  on  enter- 
ijig  into  society  we  give  up  any  natural  right.  The 
rio-htful  power  of  all  legislation  is  to  declare  and  en- 
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force  only  our  natural  rights  and  duties,  and  to  fake 
none  of  them  from  us.  No  man  has  a natural  right  to 
commit  aggression  on  the  equal  rights  of  another  ; and 
this  is  all  from  which  the  law  ought  to  restrain  him. 
Every  man  is  under  the  natural  duty  of  contributing  to 
the  necessities  of  society ; and  this  is  all  the  law  should 
enforce  on  him.  When  the  laws  hav«  declared  and 
enforced  all  this,  they  have  fulfilled  their  functions. 

/' — 

, 4.  We  declare  unqualified  hostility  to  bank  not^ 
and  paper  money  as  a circulating  medium,  because 
gold  and  silver  is  the  only  safe  and  constitutional 
currency. 

5.  Hostility  to  any  and  all  monopolies  by  legisla- 
tion, because  they  are  violations  of  the  equal  rights  of 
the  people- 

6.  Hostility  to  the  dangerous  and  unconstitutional 
creation  of  vested  rights,  or  prerogatives  by  legislation, 
because  they  are  usurpations  of  the  people’s  sovereign 
rights. 

T . That  no  legislative  or  other  authority  in  the  body 
politic  can  rightfully,  by  charter  or  otherwise,  exempt 
any  man  or  body  of  men,  in  any  ease  whatever,  from 
trial  by  jury  and  tlie  jurisdiction  or  operation  of  the 
laws  which  goveni  the  community. 

8.  We  hold  that  each  and  every  law,  or  act  of  in- 
corporation, passed  by  preceding  legislatures,  can  be 
rightfully  altered  or  repealed  by  their  successors ; and 
that  they  should  be  altered  or  repealed,  when  necessary 
for  the  public  good,  or  when  required  by  a majority  of 
the  people.. 
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We  do  also  adopt  the  following  Constitution  and 
J3y-Laws  for  our  guide  and  regulation. 


CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

MEETINGS  AND  OBJECTS. 

There  shall  be  a regular  Monthly  County  Meeting 
held  at  such  central  point  as  may  be, agreed  upon,  at 
winch  all  general  political  subjects  may  be  discussed ; 
Memorials  to  Congress  and  the  State  Legislature  con- 
sidered ; County,  State,  Congressional  and  other  gene- 
ral nominations  acted  upon  ; together  with  other  proper 
business  that  may  come  before  it.  Special  meetings  ot 
the  County  may  be  called  on  any  emergency,  at  the 
request  of  any  Ward,  expressed  by  resolution  at  a 
meeting  regularly  called,  stating  the  objects ; which 
resolution  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Recording  Sec- 
retary of  the  County,  who  shall  thereupon  call  the 
meeting,  stating  its  objects  in  such  call. 

ARTICLE  II. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

At  the  Monthly  County  Meeting  in  June  and  De- 
cember there  shall  be  elected  a Recording  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  to  serve  for  six  months.  Similar  Of- 
ficers shall  be  chosen  by  each  Ward,  at  their  meet- 
ings in  June  and  December,  to  serve  for'a  like  period. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Recording  Secretary  of  the  County  and  the 
Recording  Secretary  of  each  Ward  shall  give  public 
notice  of  all  regular  and  special  nneetings  of  the  County 
and  of  theWard  respectively,  and  keep  a hock  in  which 
they  shall  record  the  proceedings  of  each  raecting  ; 
they  shall  also  keep  a Roll  of  members  with  their  own 
signatures,  their  places  of  residence  and  the  date  of 
their  subscribing  to  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  which 
Declaration  shall  be  placed  at  the  head  of  such  Roll. 

The  Recording  Secretary  of  each  Ward  shall  deliver 
to  the  Recording  Secretary  of  the  County,  a transcript 
of  tlic  names  of  the  persons  wiio  may  have  subscribed 
to  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  from  meeting  to  meetings 
who  shall  enter  them  in  a book  in  alphabetical  order. 

The  acting  Secretary  of  each  meeting  of  the  County 
and  of  the  Ward  shall  take  correct  minutes  of  its 
proceedings,  and  hand  them  to  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary of  the  County  or  of  the  Ward. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  County  and  the  Treasurer  of 
each  Ward  shall  receive  all  monies,  and  render  a cor- 
rect account  thereof  at  the  end  of  every  six  months, 
and  oftener  if  required  by  a resolution  of  the  meeting, 
and  pay  all  bills  audited  by  a committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

3IODF.  OF  NOMINATING  CANDIDATES. 

In  the  selection  of  candidates  that  are  to  be  voted  foF 
by  u general  ticket  throughout  the  County,  each  Ward 
may  nominate  one  person  for  each  office  to  be  filled, 
which  nominations  shall,  within  two  days  thereafter, 
be  handed  to  the  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Ci)unty, 
who  shall  arrange  them  in  order  under  each  office, 
witliout  repeating  the  names  of  persons  who  may  have 
had  a nomination  from  several  Wards  for  the  same 
office ; which  list  of  nominations  shall  be  published 
with  a proper  explanatory  heading,  at  least  three  times 
prior  to  the  meeting,  for  balloting,  in  such  papers  as 
the  meeting  mav  direct. 

The  Secretary  shall  also  have  prepared  for  the  use 
of  the  members  a sufficiency  of  printed  lists  of  the  per- 
soiis  nominated,  from  which  the  members  shall,  by 
ballot,  select  their  candidates.  If  a ballot  contain 
more  names  than  necessary  for  the  office  or  offices 
voting  for,  such  ballot  shall  not  be  counted.  A ma- 
jority of  votes  shall  duly  nominate  candidates  to  be 
supported. 

ARTICLE  V. 

CHARTER  OFFICERS. 

The  Wards  shall  proceed  to  the  nomination  of 
Charter  Officers  in  the  same  manner  as  pointed  out  in 
Article  IV,  for  County  Officers  ; the  nominations  to  be 
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made  in  open  meeting  at  least  three  days  prior  to  bal^ 
lotiniT,  and  every  member  to  have  the  right  of  naming 
one  candidate  for  each  office.  The  Recording  Sec- 
retary to  make  out  lists  for  publication,  and  furnish 
printed  lists  of  the  nominations,  as  required  in  Article 
IV,  and  the  same  rules  to  govern, 

ARTICLE  VI. 

RIGHT  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

No  person  shall  be  considered  eligible  for  nominal 
tiou  who  has  not  signed  the  Eeclaration  of  Rights. 

Each  Candidate  for  office  shall  be  required  to  sign 
such  written  Pledge  as  the  Equal  Rights  Party  may 
frame,  enumerating  particular  measures  he  is  to  ad- 
vocate or  oppose. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

RIGHT  OF  VOTING. 

No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  on  the  nomination 
of  candidates  for  office  ot  the  Equal  Rights  Party,  or 
on  questions  affecting  the  constitution  of  organization, 
or  when  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called  for,  unless  he  have 
siirned  the  Declaration  of  Rights  at  a public  meeting 
at  least  one  week  previously-;  but  any  person  acting 
with  the  Equal  Rights  Party  may  have  a voice  at 
County  or  Ward  Meetings  on  all  subjects,  excepting 
the  above  mentioned.  No  person  shall  have  a vote  in 
a Ward  Meeting  unless  he  bean  inhabitant  of  the 
Ward. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 


FORFEITURE  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 


Any  member  of  the  Equal  Rights  Party  who  shall 

* 

have  acted  with  any  opposing  political  party,  or  have 
acted  in  bad  faith  subsequently  to  his  signing  the  De- 
claration of  Rights,  shall  no  longer  be  considered  a 
member  ; but  he  may  be  heard  in  his  defence,  and  the 
<|uestion  of  his  expulsion  decided  by  his  Ward — subject 
to  an  appeal  to  the  County  Meeting. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

ALTERATIONS,  WHEN  TO  BE  MADE. 

Alterations  and  amendments  may  be  made  to  this 
Constitution  ; but  they  must  be  submitted  in  writing, 
and  read  at  one  County  Meeting,  and  acted  on  at  a 
subsequent  one.  Notice  of  the  proposed  change  to  be 
published  in  such  paper  or  papers,  as  may  he  deter- 
mined on,  and  also  mentioned  in  the  call  of  the  meeting 
which  is  to  act  on  the  subject. 
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BY-LAWS. 

Article  1. 

Qiioruiru 

Thirty  members  shall  constitute  a quorum  at  County 
Meetings. 

Article  2. 

Order  of  Business. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  shall  be  first 
in  order  to  be  read,  that  errors,  if  any,  may  be  correct- 
ed : The  next  in  order  will  be  the  unfinished  business 
of  former  meetings. 

Article  3. 

Q^uestions  of  Order,  kow  decided. 

All  questions  of  order  shall  be  first  decided  by  the 
Chair,  but  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  meeting,  and 
shall  he  decided  without  debate. 

Article  4. 

Regidaticm  for  Spealing. 

No  person  shall  speak  longer  than  ten  minutes  at  a 
time  nor  more  than  once  on  any  question  on  the  same 
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evening,  until  every  person  choosing  to  speak  shall 
have  spoken. 

Article  5. 

Motions  and  Resolutions. 

No  motion  shall  be  debated  or  put  unless  the  same 
be  seconded.  Any  motion  or  resolution  must  be  re- 
duced to  writing  if  required  by  the  chair  or  any  two 
members  present ; but  a motion  or  resolution  may  be 
withdrawn  by  the  mover  any  time  before  decision. 

Article  6. 

Order  of  Debating  (Questions. 

When  a question  is  under  debate  no  motion  shall 
be  in  order,  unless  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  table,  to 
amend,  to  postpone,  or  for  the  previous  question. 

Article  7. 

The  Previous  (Question,  how  decided. 

The  previous  question,  until  decided,  shall  preclude 
all  amendments  and  debate  of  the  main  question,  and 

shall  be  decided  in  this  form:  “Shall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put  ?” 

Article  8. 

Motion  for  Reconsideration,  how  and  when  to  be  made. 

A motion  for  reconsideration  shall  only  be  put  by 

one  who  voted  in  the  majority,  and  being  put  and  lost 

shall  not  be  renewed,  nor  shall  any  subject  be  a second 

time  reconsidered  without  a two-thirds  vote  of  those 
present. 
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Article  9. 

How  members  are  to  act  when  called  to  order. 

A member  called  to  order  shall  immediately  be  si- 
lent,  unless  permitted  to  explain,  and  the  chair  shall 
decide;  if  an  appeal  be  made  to  the  meeting  it  shall 
be  decided  without  debate  ; and  if  in  favor  of  the 
member,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed. 


Article  10. 


Adjournment. 

A motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order,  but 
must  be  decided  without  debate. 


Article  11. 

When  the  Yeas  and  JYays  are  to  be  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  ordered  on  any  subject 
at  the  request  of  any  three  members. 


Article  12. 


AUercUions. 

All  alterations  in  these  By-Laws,  not  affecting  the 
Constitution,  shall  be  proposed  in  writing  at  one  meet- 
ing and  acted  on  at  the  next. 
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